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National
Trends
and Issues
YOUR WARD’S
RIGHT
TO VOTE
by Mary R. Watson

❛❛ ❜❜

Nobody will ever deprive the American
people of the right to vote except the
American people themselves and the only
way they could do this is by not voting.
—President Franklin D. Roosevelt

With the upcoming elections, it is a good time to review the
law on the status of a ward/protected person’s right to vote. A
Ward is entitled to vote unless the ward’s right to vote is
specifically terminated by the court. See Minn. Stat. Sec.
524.5-313 (c)(8). It is the rare case that the right to vote has
been terminated.
If a court has terminated a ward’s right to vote and circumstances have changed since that court order terminating the
right to vote, a petition to modify the guardianship to allow
the ward to vote can be filed pursuant to Minn. Stat. Sec.
524.5-317 (b). Any interested person can file that petition.
Your Ward’s Right to Vote, continued on page 8
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highest professional standards and ethics in
providing service. 3. We are committed to
the education and training of our members.
4. We believe in professional collaboration
and legislative advocacy in working toward
the well-being of vulnerable persons.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear MAGiCians:
This issue marks an exciting time of year for MAGiC. By
the time you receive this, MAGiC will have just hosted a
joint meeting with the board of the National
Guardianship Association! The NGA Board approached
us and asked if they could have one of their regular meetings here. As part of that, some of their board members
agreed to participate in a member benefit seminar here in
Minnesota to discuss national trends in guardianship and
conservatorship. I hope many of you were able to take
advantage of the opportunity to attend this seminar. Now
we are turning our attention to finalizing plans for
MAGiC’s annual conference in November.
One of the national trends that we are seeing in Minnesota is additional attention on the guardianship and conservatorship laws. Nationally, many media outlets are
covering stories related to this field and a new uniform
law is being promoted for adoption by state governments.
These same trends are true in Minnesota. I am hopeful
that we can use this period to increase public awareness of
all that the professionals in this field do.
Finally, as additional attention is turned toward our field,
please take the time to review the laws relevant to your
particular work and to review the MAGiC standards of
practice. It will be time well spent as each of us remembers the foundations on which we work. Congratulations
to all of you on the good work and good deeds that you
do in the community around you. Hopefully, that positive work will become the next trend for which we receive
attention.
Sincerely,
Nick Newton

❛❛ ❜❜

How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines
a good deed in a weary world.
—William Shakespeare (1564–1616)
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TRANSFERRING COURT VENUE AFTER
THE PROTECTED PERSON MOVES
By Lori Skibbie
Nationally and locally, it is more common than
ever to have protected persons want to relocate or
need to relocate for any number of reasons. Such
relocations may occur from one state to another.
Sometimes it is necessary for a Ward/Protected
Person to move from one Minnesota County to
another. The reasons may vary, including moving
for quality of care issues or to be closer to family
members. Once the Ward/Protected Person moves,
it may be necessary to change the venue1 of the
guardianship/conservatorship to where the Ward/
Protected Person has relocated.

If the Ward/Protected Person is moving within the state of
Minnesota, Minnesota Statute § 524.5-108(e) will apply.
Under this statute, if it is in the best interest of the ward or
protected person, the venue may be transferred to another
county.2 Any interested person, or the court, can bring a petition to transfer venue.3 Notice and hearing are required.4 The
Petitioner must also appear at the hearing.5
The Petition needs to set forth the basis for transferring venue.
When is it considered to be in the best interest of the Ward or
Protected Person to transfer venue. Generally, if the Ward/
Protected Person has no ties to the county of current venue, it
Transferring Court Venue, continued on page 4

EMPOWERING SENIORS
IMPROVING LIVES

HOME CARE

HOUSING SOLUTIONS

IMPROVING LIFESTYLES FOR SENIORS

NAVIGATING OPTIONS FOR SENIORS

To guide seniors and their families to their
optimal health and well-being, AgeWell employs
some of the most experienced, compassionate
and knowledgeable people in the industry.

AgeWell Housing Solutions specializes in helping
older adults and their families search for services
and housing options that best meet all your needs.

OUR WELLNESS SOLUTION INCLUDES:
PROFESSIONAL CARE MANAGEMENT
• Nurses that are Experts in the Community
• Single Point of Contact
• 2-hour Response for a Complimentary
Care Consultation
CAREGIVING SERVICES
• Home Health Aides, Homemakers
and Companions
• Insured, Bonded and Background Tested
• 4-24 Hours and Live-In Options
• Guaranteed Staffing and Satisfaction
LIFESTYLE SUPPORT SERVICES
• Coordinating Many Additional Safety,
Skilled and Unique Service Needs to
Allow One-stop Shopping

AgeWell’s professionals will personally evaluate
your situation, connect you with the right solutions,
and provide support and guidance so that you can
be conﬁdent you’re choosing the right service or
living environment. We can even help you through
the admission and move-in process.

HOUSING OPTIONS INCLUDE:
Independent Living
Congregate Housing

Adult Foster Care
Hospice Care

Assisted Living

Respite Care

Residential Care Homes

Transitional Care

Skilled Nursing Homes
Memory Care

Adult Day Care
Home Care

To set up a complimentary consultation call 952-345-8770 and visit

agewellhomecare.com
or agewellhousing.com
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is appropriate to transfer venue to a county where
the Ward/Protected Person has established ties. As
an example, if the Ward/Protected Person’s file is in
Anoka County, but the Ward/Protected Person has
moved from Anoka County to Hennepin County,
they receive their benefits from Hennepin County,
and their family members all live in Hennepin
County, it may be in the best interest of the
Ward/Protected Person that their
guardianship/conservatorship be in Hennepin
County as there are no significant ties to Anoka
County. Another example is that of an adult
special needs child. Where the parents are serving
as guardians and providing care for the adult child,
and the parents move from Ramsey County to
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Otter Tail County, for example, it would be in the best interest to transfer venue to Otter Tail County because the ties to
Ramsey County no longer exist and it will be more convenient to have the matter in Otter Tail County.
If a conservatorship is involved, the conservator will need to
file a Final Account in the county of current venue, and then
file an Inventory in the county of transfer. The hearing on the
Final Account can be combined with the hearing to transfer
venue (and is recommended). After the hearing, if the court is
satisfied that it is in the best interest of the Ward/Protected
Person that venue be transferred, the court will transmit the
entire file to the court of the other county where all future
proceedings will be held.6
But what if the Ward/Protected Person moves to another state,
how does venue transfer? In that situation, venue is not transferred. A guardianship/conservatorship must be established in
the new state of residence. The Minnesota guardianship/conservatorship is terminated and the guardian/conservator discharged. However, Minnesota courts may want proof of a
guardianship/conservatorship being established in the new
state before terminating the guardianship/conservatorship and
discharging the Minnesota guardian/conservator. They will
require proof of the assets being transferred, in the form of a
receipt, to whoever is authorized to manage the assets before
discharging the conservator.
Lori Skibbie is an attorney in private practice at Henningson &
Snoxell, Ltd. in Maple Grove, Minnesota. Her practice focuses on
guardianship and conservatorship law, estate planning, and estate
and trust administration. In addition, Lori has been appointed to
serve on the Elder Law Section Council of the Minnesota State
Bar Association.
1 Venue is the physical location where the case will be heard.
2 Minn. Stat.§ 524.5-108(e)
3 Id.
4 Id.
5 Some counties may allow the Petitioner and counsel to
appear by telephone instead of in person.
6 Id.
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TRANSFER ON DEATH DEEDS:
A NEW ESTATE PLANNING TOOL
By Joshua Natzel
On August 1, 2008, Minnesota became the
eleventh state to authorize the use of Transfer on
Death Deeds. See Minn. Stat. § 507.071 (2008).
These types of deeds are a valuable estate planning
tool for anyone who owns real estate in Minnesota.
A Transfer on Death Deed (“TODD”) conveys an
interest in real estate to a grantee beneficiary upon
the death of a grantor owner. A TODD is similar
to a pay-on-death designation for a bank account
in that it allows real estate to pass from an owner
to a beneficiary without having to go through
probate.
Prior to this law, a real estate owner who wanted to
avoid probate without using a trust would need to
give their beneficiary an interest in the property.
For example, an owner might add their beneficiary
as a joint tenant owner or they may only take a life
estate in their property with the remainder interest
going to their beneficiary. Even though these
methods are effective for avoiding probate, they

often cause other problems because the beneficiary then has a
present interest in the property. With the use of a TODD
these problems can now be avoided. A TODD still keeps the
owner’s real estate out of probate, but does not transfer any
present interest in the property to the beneficiary. Therefore,
the owner can revoke the deed or convey the property to
someone else without the beneficiary’s consent, the creditors
of the beneficiary cannot attach the property, the beneficiary
cannot transfer their potential interest in the property, and
there are fewer tax implications for the owner and the beneficiary. However, once the interest in the real estate does pass to
the beneficiary, it is still subject to any claim by the owner’s
surviving spouse or by the state or county for medical assistance repayment.
A TODD is valid upon the owner’s death if it satisfies the
requirements for deeds of real property and is recorded in the
county were the property is located prior to the death of the
owner. A TODD may transfer property that is held by multiple owners. If the property being transferred is held in joint
tenancy, all of the owners of the property must sign the
Transfer on Death Deeds, continued on page 6
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Transfer on Death Deeds, continued from page 5

• Conservatorships
• Estates
• Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Professional Liability
2800 Fwy Blvd, Brooklyn Center
(763) 549-2250 • Fax (763) 549-2299
Outstate 1-800-352-4259 ext. 250
nicknewton@abibonds.com

TODD. Once executed, the property does not transfer until
the death of the last surviving owner. A TODD may also designate multiple beneficiaries to take in any form of ownership
or tenancy that is valid under the law. Furthermore, in making
these designations the owner does not need the signature or
consent of a beneficiary, nor must the TODD be delivered to
a beneficiary during the lifetime of the owner.
Once recorded, the owner may revoke a TODD at any time
prior to his or her death. The owner may revoke the TODD
by simply recording a revocation in the county where the
property is located or by subsequently recording a TODD
that conveys the same property to a third party. However, if
the property is owned by joint tenants the revocation must be
executed by all of the owners unless there is only one surviving
owner.
The new TODD law has created an easier and more effective
way for real estate owners to pass their property outside of
probate without using a trust. It has several benefits that make
it worth considering, including the following:
• The real estate passes to the beneficiary outside of probate;
• The owner retains complete control of the property;
• It does not give any rights to the beneficiary or their creditors prior to the owner’s death; and

Since 1990,Twin Cities Premiere Move Managers
SORT

PACK

U N PA C K

RESETTLE

952-944-1028 • 651-224-0335 • www.gentletransitions.com

• Household and mobility products to help
your clients keep their independence
• Large catalog and showroom at the
Knollwood Mall in St. Louis Park, MN
• Pride Mobility VIP Dealer—including
Quantum Rehab
• Medicare- and Medicaid-Approved
provider
• FAST, DEPENDABLE SERVICE
Contact Jeff Dezenski • 952-935-1515
jeffd@transtechmobility.com

• There are fewer tax implications for the owner and beneficiary than through the other possible options.
It is important to remember that there are many subtle points
to this law, and therefore it is best to consult an attorney
before executing a TODD.
Joshua Natzel is a third year law student at William Mitchell
College of Law and is working as a law clerk at Lindquist &
Vennum.

Relevant Websites Mentioned in This Issue
National Guardianship Association:
www.guardianship.org
Guardianship Certification: www.guardianshipcert.org
Hospice Minnesota: www.hospice.mn.org
MAGiC (of course!): www.minnesotaguardianship.org
If you go to the MAGiC website, all of these links will be
available for you to click on.
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Focus on Standards
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS OF
A PROFESSIONAL GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR
By Anita Raymond
Editor’s Note: The author’s comments appear in
italics while the test of the MAGiC Standards in
regular font.
* * *
Elsewhere in this issue, authors have discussed certification and voting rights. The Standards are silent on
certification, but the document does suggest
minimum qualifications for those who promote
themselves as professional guardians/conservators:

II. STANDARDS APPLICABLE
TO ALL GUARDIANS/CONSERVATORS
A. Qualifications of a Professional
Guardian/Conservator
To do the job well, a professional guardian or conservator
must be knowledgeable in many areas, including housing,
financial management, government benefits, medical issues, as
well as the laws governing his or her actions. At the same time,
a professional must convey a character of compassion, ethics,
integrity, responsibility and respect. A professional shall not
have been liable in an action that involved fraud, misrepresentation, material omission, misappropriation, moral turpitude,
theft or conversion, nor have been removed by a court for any
of these actions. For these reasons, a professional guardian or
conservator shall possess the following credentials:
• Have sufficient background or experience to give the professional a working knowledge of services, providers and facilities available for wards/protected persons, as well as skills
necessary to effectively relate to vulnerable adults.
• Complete initial training on the role and responsibilities of a
guardian and conservator
• Complete a degree in a field related to guardianship/conservatorship or have extensive and significant relevant work
experience related to guardianship/conservatorship.
• Be a person of the highest ethical character
• Pass the background check as required by statute
• Qualify for a bond
• Be at least 21 years of age
On an ongoing basis and at least annually, a professional must
complete sufficient continuing education courses in order to:
• Keep up-to-date on changes in the law and procedures
• Stay current with changes in community resources available
to wards and protected persons
• Maintain an understanding of the professional’s role and
duties
In addition, a professional should be an active member of a
professional organization that relates to guardianship/conserFocus on Standards, continued on page 8
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Your Ward’s Right to Vote, continued from front cover

Focus on Standards, continued from page 7

A lesser known statute involves the guardian’s obligation to annually inform the ward of the status of
his or her right to vote. The Annual Notice of
Right to Petition is not only required to inform the
ward of the right to terminate or modify the
guardianship but must also notify the ward of the
status of the ward’s right to vote. See Minn. Stat.
Sec. 524.5-310 (e).

vatorship. An active membership will help to maintain professional standards, keep current on changes in the profession,
problem-solve with peers and keep from being isolated.

These safeguards in the statute point to the fundamental right that every citizen has to vote.
Otherwise, to eliminate individuals under
guardianship and conservatorship from voting
would make it too tempting for elected officials to
be non-responsive to those constituents who
cannot vote.
Mary R. Watson is an attorney practicing in Golden
Valley, MN. She is also an associate editor of the
Journal. She used to hold the opinion that incapacitated persons should not be entitled to vote until she
saw who “capacitated” persons were electing to office.

❛❛ ❜❜

We will take the good will for the deed.
—François Rabelais (1490–1553)

Now that we are in the middle of an active political season as we
prepare to elect a new President and MN State Senators in
November, the issue of voting by persons with impaired cognitive
capacity requires important consideration. The Standards remind
the reader in the Bill of Rights for Wards and Protected Persons that:
The ward/protected person retains all rights not restricted by
court order or specifically granted to the guardian/conservator.
These include but are not limited to:
8. The right to vote.
Anita Raymond is a long-time member of the Journal Committee,
and is a Licensed Independent Social Worker in the Geriatric
Care Management and Protective Services programs at Volunteers
of America MN. These programs have expertise in guardianship,
conservatorship, less restrictive alternatives, vulnerable adult, and
dementia care issues. She serves MAGiC as the Standards Chair
and as a member of the Board of Directors. She has been working
in her current capacity in Protective Services since 1990. She is
also a member of the Professional Association of Geriatric Care
Managers.

It’s time to consider advertising in the
MAGiC Journal or Membership Directory!
Advertising Pricing Information
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“What We Have Here Is a Failure to Communicate”

The Journal is published quarterly in January, April,
July and October. Journal advertisers are able to place
ads in the Directory which is published annually in
January.
The Journal and Directory are read by conservators,
guardians, social workers, attorneys, judges and others
throughout Minnesota and beyond.
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Advertising will be accepted on a first come, first
served basis.

1/9 of a page
(3" x 31⁄8")
$125.00 per issue
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volume discount. Get the
4th Journal ad free with
the purchase of three!
A huge savings to you!
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“What We Have Here Is a Failure to Communicate”

2/9 of a page
(3" x 61⁄4")
$250.00 per issue

Specifications: Payment must accompany black and
white camera-ready or digital art (no two-color ads).

☞ Take advantage of MAGiC’s

1/3 of a page — horizontal
(7" x 25⁄8")
$300.00 per issue

1/3 of a page
(3" x 91⁄3")
$340.00 per issue

1/2 of a page — horizontal
(7" x 41⁄2")
$355.00 per issue

Journal and Directory Advertising Reservation Form
We would like to place the following space reservation for advertising in the MAGiC Journal:
Size

■ 1/9 page ■ 2/9 page ■ 1/3 page vertical

■ 1/3 page horizontal ■ 1/2 page horizontal

Cost per Journal issue $ _________ x number of issues ________ = TOTAL $ __________ for this order.

■ We will take advantage of the volume discount, by paying for three Journal ads now and getting the 4th Journal ad
free. (Please begin with the __________________ issue of the Journal.)

■ We would also like to place a space reservation for our ad in the 2009 MAGiC Membership Directory. Our payment
in the amount of $ _________ for this ad is enclosed with the payment for our Journal ad.

■ We understand that this ad is to be camera-ready or a digital file (on a Macintosh disk), and of the specified size.
Company Name

Contact

Address

Signature

City

Title

State

Zip

Date

Telephone
Return this form along with camera-ready or digital ad and payment to:
Sandy Nelson-McGurran, P.O. Box #390313, Edina, MN 55439 • 952-457-3895 • fax 952-942-0525 • smcgurran@comcast.net
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Welcome New Members! Additions since the
publication of the April 2008 Journal:
Ned Ammons
Residence Director
Country Villa Assisted Living
7475 Country Club Drive
Golden Valley, MN 55427
(763) 512-1579
naammons@alco.com
www.alcco.com

Penny Lorence
Director of Business Development
Horizon Health/Psychiatric
Solutions Inc.
5757 Northwood Ridge
Bloomington, MN 55437
(612) 802-3049
pennyjolorence@yahoo.com

Don T. Bordsen
Computer Systems Designer
Unisys, Retired
1733 Agate Street
Maplewood, MN 55117
(651) 489-9577
Don.Bordsen@USFamily.net

Cindy Lorius
Estate Support Services, Inc.
7201 Jade Avenue
Lime Springs, IA 52155
(507) 273-2440
cindy@estatesupportsvc.com

Josh Cesaro
Administrator
Heart to Home
659 S. Freeway Road
Mendota Heights, MN 55118
(651) 485-8738
info@HearttoHomeInc.com
www.HearttoHomeInc.com
Michael Connolly
Social Worker/Public Guardian
St. Louis County
320 West 2nd Street
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 726-2074
connollym@co.st-louis.mn.us
Mary Gellerman
Social Worker/Public Guardian
St. Louis County
307 South 1st St. P.O. Box 1148
Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 749-9772
gellermanm@co.st-louis.mn.us
Carol Hagberg
Community Relations
Visiting Angels Home Care
5871 Ceda Lage Road, Suite #101
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
(952) 544-6300
carol@angelcaremn.com
Elizabeth Keller
P.O. Box 16413
Minneapolis, MN 55416-0413
(952) 210-9513
KKeller4@comcast.net

Terry McCabe
DD & Guardianship Supervisor
St. Louis County
307 South 1st St. P.O. Box 1148
Virginia, MN 55792
(218) 749-9760
mccabet@co.st-louis.mn.us
Tina Monsour
Residence Sales Manager
Country Villa Assisted Living
7475 Country Club Drive
Golden Valley, MN 55427
(763) 512-1579
tmonsour@alcco.com
www.alcco.com
Chastity Peterson
Wellness Director
Country Villa Assisted Living
7475 Country Club Drive
Golden Valley, MN 55427
(763) 512-1579
tmonsour@alco.com
www.alcco.com
Paul Peterson
35067 340th Avenue
Aitkin, MN 56431
(218) 927-4435
buzzsaw@mclecwb.net
Brian Smith
Social Worker
St. Louis County
320 West 2nd Street
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 726-2290
smithb@co.st-louis.mn.us
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RENEW OR JOIN
MAGiC TODAY !
Time has arrived to renew your membership or to become a new member
of MAGiC. The membership year
runs September 1, 2008–August 31,
2009, so renew your membership now!
To renew your membership:
Complete the membership renewal/
application available on the MAGiC
website at www.minnesotaguardianship.org and submit with payment by
August 31 to continue receiving your
MAGiC membership benefits.

Membership Directory
Each member receives a complimentary Directory, distributed in January
2009, as a benefit of MAGiC membership. The Directory will list the
following information for each member:
name, business, contact information,
professional roles and regions served.

Publish your Professional Profile
in the Membership Directory.
A Professional Profile contains information pertinent to your profession,
which may include education, field
experience, honors and any other
information you deem important. A
250-word profile, covers a quarter
page, is $50; and a 500-word profile,
covers half a page, is $100. Profiles
over the word limit will include only
the first respective 250 or 500 words
of the profile. Please submit a
Professional Profile via Word file with
payment by November 1.

Support MAGiC by
Advertising in the Directory.
The advertising contract is available
on the MAGiC website: www.minnesotaguardianship.org or on page 9 of
this MAGiC Journal. Please submit the
advertising contract, ad and payment
by November 1 to the address on the
bottom of the contract.
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NEWS

Center for Guardianship Certification to Unveil New
Designations
Trusted Since 1969

Serving the Needs of Clients and
Their Families for Over 37 Years!
Specializing in:
• Conservator of the Estate or Guardian of the Person
• Trustee – Special Needs & Settlement Trusts
• Powers of Attorney/Attorney-in-Fact
• Case and Care Management
• Financial Management Services
• Investment Strategy
• Personal Representative/Executor of Estate
• Representative Payee
Member of MAGiC and the National
Guardianship Association (NGA)
Staff Certified as Registered Guardian (RG)
through the NGA
Please contact us for more information:
Direct: (612) 961-2463
Office: (651) 452-1512
Fax: (651) 452-1525
E-mail: info@firstfidcorp.com
Web: www.firstfidcorp.com
Mailing:
First Fiduciary Corporation
P.O. Box 21385
St. Paul, Minnesota 55121-0385

Correction:
In the April 2008 MAGiC Journal, the
article titled “Sample Language for Health
Care Directives” provides sample statements
that could be used on Minnesota Health
Care Directive forms. The editor erroneously
attributed the language to Anita Raymond.
In fact, the sample language originated from
Hospice Minnesota and can be found on the
organization’s website at http://www.mn
hospice.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&sub
articlenbr=118 or click on “Programs and
Services” from the organization’s home page,
www.mnhospice.org.

Designation Name Change to Occur in October 2008
On October 4, 2008, the Center for Guardianship Certification (CGC) will be updating the name of the current certification designations, Registered Guardian and Master Guardian,
to National Certified Guardian (NCG) and National Master
Guardian (NMG) respectively.
The CGC Board of Directors made this decision in order to
provide clarification for certified guardians and fiduciaries, as
well as the court systems, judges, and individuals who employ
them in regards to the national certification held. CGC currently provides both state specific examinations for the states
of California, Florida, Oregon and Texas and national examinations. “State-mandated certification programs are becoming
an increasing trend and the Center for Guardianship Certification needed to find a way to better clarify that certain
certifications received through CGC are national designations,” stated Executive Director, Denise Calabrese.
Another reason that the Board voted to change the name of
the national certification designations was to clarify that the
current Registered Guardian and Master Guardian designations signify more than a registration process. CGC conducts
national examinations that require experience and a set of
skills to pass. In addition, to remain certified individuals must
attend continuing education courses.
The image change is just one attempt to brand the certification process and the organization. CGC will continue to
promote a high professional standard by certifying guardians
and fiduciaries nationally.
As of October 2008 and moving forward, current Registered
Guardians should be reflected as John Smith, National
Certified Guardian or as John Smith, NCG. Current Master
Guardians should be reflected as John Smith, National Master
Guardian or as John Smith, NMG. All current Registered and
Master Guardians will be receiving new certificates and verification cards at the time of transition.
From now until October 2008, please continue utilizing your
current designation of either Registered Guardian or Master
Guardian. However, we ask you to keep this designation name
change in mind when printing letterhead, and business cards,
and during website redesigns.
The CGC Board of Directors thanks you for your assistance
in this project and looks forward to the continual advancement of the guardianship and fiduciary profession.
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Cremation
Society of
Minnesota
MINNESOTA’S LARGEST
PROVIDER OF CREMATION
Owned by
the Waterston Family
EDINA CHAPEL
7110 France Ave S
Edina MN 55435
952.924.4100
Fax 952.925.4172
MINNEAPOLIS CHAPEL
4343 Nicollet Avenue
Minneapolis MN 55409
612.825.2435
Fax 612.827.0370
BROOKLYN PARK CHAPEL
7835 Brooklyn Blvd
Brooklyn Park MN 55445
763.560.3100
Fax 763.560.8166
DULUTH CHAPEL
4100 Grand Avenue
Duluth MN 55807
218.624.5200
Fax 218.624.5200
www.cremationsocietyofmn.com

Need brochures?
Please call (612.825.2435),
tell us how many and we will
gladly send them to you.

July 2008

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

The full MAGiC Board of Directors met in June, 2008, prior
to the quarterly member luncheon for the Twin Cities regions.
The following summarizes the discussion:
Terry McCool reported that the 2007 edition of the MAGiC
Bylaws will be posted on the MAGiC website.
Sandy McGurren and Kim Tophen will continue to work with
NGA on a coordinated meeting and MAGiC member benefit
for August 2008. Sandy is working on advertising and registrations for this meeting.
Sandy McGurran reported that as of the date of our meeting,
the membership stood at 252 members. She again encouraged
all members to reference MAGiC when contacting vendors or
advertisers.
Marya Robben reported on the development of next issue of
the Journal and on the Journal’s recent additions, including
website links.
In addition, the Board reviewed financial statements and prior
meeting minutes. As part of this discussion, the Board discussed options for reducing costs. Terry McCool raised an idea
for an investment alternative to the organization’s certificates
of deposit.

MAGiC BREAKFAST
Join your conservator/guardian,
social worker and attorney
colleagues for listening ears,
friendly support, and brainstorming to solve your unique
conservatorship/guardianship
problems, all while enjoying
the most important meal of the
day! Formal case presentation is not necessary, but
current participants have found it extremely helpful
to be able to consult with their peers to get new ideas,
insights, and approaches to those complex problems
facing professionals working in the guardianship/
conservatorship/vulnerable adult arena.
Guardians/Conservators, Social Service Professionals,
and Attorneys are welcome to join the breakfast meeting
every second Wednesday of the month starting at
8 a.m. Call Mary Watson at 763-398-5804 for location
information.
Mark your calendar!!! Upcoming dates are Wednesdays,
Sept. 10, Oct. 8 and Nov. 12. FFI call 763-398-5804
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REGIONAL NEWS

Brainerd Lakes Region
If you live in the Brainerd area and have ideas for
future training, please contact the Regional
Representative Candace Simar at 218-831-3689 or
at simar@tds.net.

Duluth Region
Regional meetings continue monthly in the
Northeast. Guardians from the greater Duluth area
and Superior, Wisconsin meet for case review and
discussion of topics of local interest. We welcome
other people who are interested to join us. For
more information contact Beth Upshaw Mathews
at beth.mathews@lssmn.org or (218) 529-2241.

Southwestern Region
Lutheran Social Services is working with MAGiC
Regional Representative Julianne Volk to provide
the following free education opportunity for
MAGiC members in southern MN. Certificates of
attendance for one hour will be provided. The
credit will be approved for Center for Guardian-

ship Certification because it is presented through MAGiC.
The first half hour will be for networking.
In Their Shoes—the Ethics of Surrogate DecisionMaking
Presented by Kathy Kruse Blair & Beth Upshaw
Mathews
710 South 2nd Street (in Bethlehem Lutheran Church)
Sept. 16th, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Brown bag lunch – no cost for MAGiC members; $5 for
non-members.
To register, contact: juliannev@habsvinc.com or call
507-662-5236 ext. 237.
Please note the change in location! A network group meets the
first Monday of each month at the Happy Chef in Windom at
8:30 a.m. This is an open invitation to anyone who wants to
network with other guardians or conservators and to share
resources and tips.
Please contact Regional Representative Julianne Volk with any
future topics you would like presented at a training, any
potential speakers or facilities that may be interested in hosting
a luncheon or training in the Mankato area or if you want
more information on the network group. She can be reached
at 507-662-5236 ext. 237 or email juliannev@habsvinc.com.

Southeastern Region

Surety Bonding

The SE MN regional members hope to meet quarterly, and
members outside of SE are certainly welcome to join us. For
questions or ideas on future meeting topics, please contact
either Ann Blide, LSW, RG at annblide@hotmail.com or
Tracey Schuppel-Nelson RN, RG at ACTionRN@msn.com ,
co-owners of ACTion Conservators, Inc.

Area Representatives

Patrick J. Thomas Agency

When performance counts

Count on PJT
Probate • Conservatorship • Guardianship
• Personal Representative • Power of Attorney
• Trustee • Rep Payee
www.pjtagency.com
email@pjtagency.com
625 2nd Avenue South Suite 410
Minneapolis, MN 55402
P: 612-339-5522 • F: 612-349-3657

MAGiC is looking for volunteers to serve as Area Representatives to the Member Services Committee and the Board. We
currently have an opening in NW Minnesota (Alexandria/
Moorhead). Responsibilities would include working with the
Area Representative Coordinator in developing area luncheons
and other educational opportunities in the local areas, as well
as providing short update reports to be published in the
Journal.
If you are interested, please contact MAGiC’s Area
Representative Coordinator, Nick Newton. He can be reached
by phone at (763) 549-2250 or (800) 352-4259 ext. 250. His
email address is nicknewton@abibonds.com.
Thank you to all of our Regional Representatives!
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ADVERTISER INDEX
Advertiser
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AgeWell Home Care

3

Associated Bonding, Inc.

6

Blue Cross Blue Shield

4

Cremation Society

12

First Fiduciary Corporation
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Gentle Transitions

6

Heart to Home

8

LivHome
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Patrick J. Thomas Agency
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Dawn Schramm/Coldwell Banker Burnet
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Senior Options

8

TransTech

6

UCare Minnesota

7

The MAGiC Journal is
distributed to over 450 people
throughout Minnesota!
Use this publication to inform judges, attorneys,
social workers, conservators and other fiduciaries of your
EXPERTISE and AVAILABILITY to serve them.
Don’t rely on word of mouth alone to inform
others about your program or service. Journal readers
are a target market for your message.
Your ad is also a public acknowledgement of your
support for MAGiC and the important work the
organization and its members do for the community.
Advertisers in the Journal are an invaluable resource
to ensure this quality publication’s ongoing production.
Please let the advertiser know that you learned
of their service from the MAGiC Journal.
For information regarding advertising,
please contact Sandy Nelson McGurran at (952) 457-3895
or via e-mail at smcgurran@comcast.net.

Dawn Schramm,
Dues-paying
member of MAGiC
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Nick Newton, President
Associated Bonding
2800 Freeway Boulevard
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430
(763) 549-2250 • Fax (763) 549-2299
nicknewton@abibonds.com
Dan Steinhagen, Past President
Steinhagen & Crist, P.L.L.P.
5001 Chowen Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55410
(612) 922-2260
dsteinhagen@steinhagen-crist.com
Patricia Murphy, Vice-President
Professional Fiduciary, Inc.
2401 Lowry Ave. NE #208
Minneapolis, MN 55418
(612) 781-8799
pat@profidinc.net
Mary Watson, Treasurer
William M. Hansen & Asso., PLLC
7500 Olson Memorial Highway Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55427
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Beth Upshaw Mathews, Recorder
Program Director
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota
424 West Superior Street, #600
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 726-4878
beth.mathews@lssmn.org

MAGiC

Sherilyn Moe, Member-at-Large
Ombudsman Specialist
Office of Ombudsman for Long-Term Care
P.O. Box 64971
St. Paul, MN 55164-0971
(651) 431-2551 or toll-free: 800-657-3591
sherilyn.moe@state.mn.us

The MAGiC Board of Directors or the Executive
Board meets on the third Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Unless otherwise noted,
meetings are held at the office of Steinhagen &
Crist, 5001 Chowen Avenue South, Minneapolis.
MAGiC members are welcome to attend the meetings; it is suggested that you call 612-922-2260 to
verify that the meeting has not been cancelled or
moved to a different location. Upcoming dates:
September 19th
October 24th
November 6th: Annual Business Meeting/
Social, The Northland Inn

MAGiC

Patricia Murphy, Vice-President
Dan Steinhagen, Past President

Beth Upshaw Mathews, Recorder

Marya P. Robben, Journal
Lindquist & Vennum, PLLP
4200 IDS Center, 80 South Eighth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402
(612) 371-3933 • (612) 371-3207
mrobben@lindquist.com
www.lindquist.com
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Nick Newton, President

Mary Watson, Treasurer

Terrence McCool, By-Laws
Advocative Services, Inc.
9374 Rosewood Lane
Maple Grove, MN 55369
(763) 420-3699
Terrence_McCool@hotmail.com

Anita Raymond, Standards
Volunteers of America MN
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Suite 200
Minneapolis, MN 55413
(612) 617-7824
araymond@voamn.org
www.voamn.org

MAGiC Executive Board

Beth Fondell, Legislation
Arc Greater Twin Cities
2446 University Avenue Suite 110
St. Paul, MN 55114
952-920-0855
bethfondell@arcgreatertwincities.org
Kim Tophen, Member Services/Conference
Senior Options, Inc.
P.O. Box 49097
Blaine, MN 55449
(763) 792-4472
Kim@SeniorOptionsInc.com

PUBLICATION NOTES

The MAGiC Journal is published quarterly in January, April,
July, and October. We will gladly consider printing unsolicited
articles and are happy to publish any relevant announcements
or news items. Please submit any materials prior to the following deadlines, and remember to include your name, address,
and daytime telephone number for follow-up by our editor.
Deadlines for Submission: March 1
June 1
September 1
December 1
Let us know what you think! Is this publication useful to you?
What improvements would you suggest? Do you have items or
articles you would like to submit? Email mrobben@
lindquist.com and put MAGiC in the subject line.

THE MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION FOR GUARDIANSHIP & CONSERVATORSHIP was organized as a forum
to discuss issues concerning substitute decision-making.

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

Although formal guardianship and conservatorship will be
included, this organization explores less restrictive possibilities
as well.

Annual State Conference

Members
MAGiC members come from a diverse background including:
attorneys, private and public social services, conservators and
guardians, and private citizens interested in substitute decisionmaking for family members and friends.

November 6th & 7th
The Northland Inn, Brooklyn Park
Vendor and Sponsor Application
available at
www.minnesotaguardianship.org.

MAGiC Membership Renewal
Renew your MAGiC membership
by August 31st to continue
receiving membership benefits.
Application is available at
www.minnesotaguardianship.org.

Membership Services
Membership provides the following services:
Annual Conference (participate at a special rate)
Quarterly Journal
Informational releases
Standards for guardians and conservators
Legislative analysis
Leadership on topics such as medical ethics, fees, and standards
Network forum
“Nuts and bolts” information on guardianship and
conservatorship issues
Membership directory
E-mail discussion list

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
PERMIT NO. 27765

JOURNAL OF THE MINNESOTA
ASSOCIATION FOR GUARDIANSHIP
& CONSERVATORSHIP
An Organization to Explore Substitute Decision-Making

P.O. BOX 14246
(651) 292-9131

ST. PAUL, MN 55114
www.minnesotaguardianship.org

Change Service Requested

